
Animals and Aids
The revelations of Duncan Campbell
about sharp practice by drug
companies over Aids ("The amazing
Aids seam", NSS, 24 June) come as
no surprise to those of us whose
interest and concern extend to
laboratory animals.

Understanding of the causes and
spread of Aids has progressed with
remarkable speed, yet virtually all
the research involved has been
carried out without using laboratory
animals. Cell cultures, microscopy,
gene technology, clinical studies,
epidemiology and computer
modelling have proved excellent
methods of research.

Yet for the development of
vaccines and drugs, scientists tell us
that an animal "model" of human Aids
is essential. Since chimpanzees are
among the very few animals in whose
bloodstream the human Aids virus
survives, American pro-vivisection
lobbies are hoping to lift the ban on
trapping and export of wild chimps.
Some believe the survival of
chimpanzees in the wild is thus
seriously threatened.

Researchers are already beginning
to find that potential vaccines and
drugs for Aids which have been
tested in animals are proving
ineffective or damaging in people.

When will resources be directed to
humane research methods so that

relevant knowledge can be gained
without causing animals to die in their
hundreds of thousands'
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