
DIRTY WAR PART 11

Booby traps and
bank raids
Former army intelligence officer Fred Holroyd (see
above) reveals to Duncan Campbell more of the inside
story of British army 'dirty tricks' in Northern Ireland

FORMER INTELLIGENCE officer Captain
Fred Holroyd's revelations last week in the New
Statesman and on Channel 4 have provoked a
strong reaction from the Irish government. The
Irish Ambassador to Britain, Mr Noel Dorr,
said last week that 'It's simply not acceptable
that there should be security forces of any other
state operating within our jurisdiction'.
Ambassador Dorr, who appeared with Holroyd
on a breakfast television programme, pointed
out that it had only been a month since Irish
protests about undercover cross-border RUC
activity had been lodged in London.

Kidnap plots
On more than one occasion, Army officers in
Northern Ireland have arranged illegal kidnap
plots against people living in the Irish
Republic. Captain Holroyd was present when
Army staff officers arranged for one such
kidnap team to be paid £500 from secret
intelligence funds. His evidence implicates at
least four Army officers in a plan illegally to
kidnap suspects from the Irish Republic. Two
of the targets were Eamon McGurgan and
Seamus Grew both of whom lived in County
Monaghan and were on the local 'top ten' list of
IRA suspects.

The kidnap operations known to Holroyd
took place in March 1974. In December 1982,
he described the plots in detail to an
investigating team from the Royal Ulster
Constabulary, led by Superintendent George
Caskey. Caskey's report is now being studied
by the Northern Ireland Director of Public
Prosecutions. Until the DPP has announced his
decision, the Ministry of Defence is refusing to
comment on the kidnap charges, or to allow
officers to be interviewed.

Holroyd first heard from a military
intelligence colleague, Sergeant Tony Poole of
the Intelligence Corps, that two men from
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Lisburn, both ex-boxers, had been hired to
kidnap Eamonn McGurgan, and bring him
across the border. The Army would arrange
with a Garda (Irish Police) contact for an area
around McGurgan's home in Castleblayney to
be 'frozen' - i.e. left completely unpoliced -
while the kidnap took place. Although the men
concerned were primarily willing to do the job
because of their Loyalist political sympathies,
they were to be paid £500 by the Army,
Holroyd learned. The kidnap victim would be
hit ovet the head, tied up with a sack over his
head and dumped at a prearranged spot on the
Northern Ireland side of the border. A party of
soldiers would then 'discover' the victim, and
arrest him.

But the McGurgan kidnap plan went wrong.
On the night the kidnappers set out, a
prominent Senator in the Dail (the Dublin
Parliament) was murdered in the same area. It
was no longer possible for the Army's Garda
contact to 'freeze' police operations. The
kidnappers were, reportedly, stopped at a
checkpoint by the Irish Army, and the
operation failed.

Another kidnap operation was mounted
about two weeks later, on 29 March 1974. The
targets this time were IRA suspect Seamus
Grew and Pat rick McLoughlin, with whom
Grew lived in the border town of Monaghan.
The leader of the kidnap team hired by the
Army was Jimmy O'Hara, a Lisburn Protestant
and ex-boxer. Earlier this year, O'Hara
confirmed to us that he and two friends had
indeed been hired by an Army officer to kidnap
Grew. The officer supplied maps showing
Grew's house, details of his movements, official
surveillance photographs and a sketch plan to
show them where to dump Grew in Northern
Ireland after they had kidnapped him. All these
items were seized by the Garda after the three
were arrrested.

The three men were to receive £500 for their

trouble. O'Hara says that the Grew kidnap plot
was discussed twice at secret meetings with the
Army officer, the first of which was in the
Woodlands Hotel, Lisburn, close to where
O'Hara then lived. The second meeting took
place in Craigavon Area Hospital car park - a
short distance from the Army's 3rd Brigade
headquarters in Lurgan, where the kidnap plot
had been devised.

The Grew plot also went badly wrong. Two
of the three men were seen furtively reconnoit-
ering outside Grew's house and were arrested
after neighbours called the police. The third,
O'Hara himself, was arrested after he went to
the police station to demand their release,
having been wrongly advised by his Army
contact that all the Garda would be helpful.
(Indeed, an earlier kidnap plan suggested by the
Army to O'Hara had involved the use of a
British agent inside the Monaghan Garda, who
would arrange to have Grew brought in for
questioning. He would then be released at a
prearranged time, and kidnapped on his way
home.)

We have seen the statement which O'Hara
made to the Garda after his arrest. In it he
repeatedly referred to being given the job by an
'Army man' - whom he refused to identify.
O'Hara and his collaborators were each
sentenced to five years imprisonment in Dublin
in June 1974. On appeal, their sentences were
increased to seven years. The harsh sentences
reflected growing Irish judicial concern about
political kidnapping operations. The kidnap
strategy was abandoned, at least for a time, by
the Army - but may well have been revived in
1976, when Sean McKenna - the son of a
Newry man whom the British government were
found guilty of torturing in the first days of
internment - was abducted across the border
from the village of Edentubber, near Dundalk
in the Republic. He was arrested in the north,
having allegedly 'stumbled across the border
into a patrol' - according to an official Army
public relations statement.

Shortly before Jimmy O'Hara and his
colleagues were apprehended in Monaghan,
Captain Holroyd was working in the intelli-
gence 'cell' at 3rd Brigade Headquarters in
Lurgan. The staff in the 'cell' arranged, in his
presence, to have £500 for the kidnap operation
urgently collected from Army Headquarters in
Lisburn. The money had to be available in
Lurgan to pay the kidnappers.

The intelligence cell, which comprised the
Brigade's intelligence planners and analysts,
was then headed by Major David Delius, a
Royal Hussars officer with a brisk public school
manner. Major Delius is still in the Army, and
has not been permitted by the Ministry of
Defence to comment on the allegations against
him. Among his colleagues involved in the
kidnap plot were two other Captains, who
collated intelligence on the local Catholic and
Protestant communities, and Sergeant Poole,
the Brigade's 'Field Intelligence NCO'.

Jimmy O'Hara still refuses to identify the
Army officer who dealt with him, or the go-
between who introduced them. But he has
volunteered that he knows the name 'Poole'.
We have also discovered that MrrO'Hara is
related by marriage to Mr John Poland, a
sergeant in the Armagh RUC - who had been
in charge of Poole's activities on behalf of the
RUC Special Branch. O'Hara will not talk



aboutother operations he may have carried out
for the Army or RUC. But he has confirmed
that there was more than one kidnap plan, and
that Eamonn McGurgan, as well as Seamus
Grew, 'may have been' a target.
The RUC's Caskey Report on Captain

Holroyd's allegations is believed to attempt to
dismiss the kidnap plot accusation. Last year,
Superintendent Caskey claimed to Captain
Holroyd that O'Hara had denied being paid by
theArmy. But during last week's Diverse Report
(Channel 4) on the Holroyd revelations, Mr
O'Hara - blacked out to prevent his face being
seen- acknowledged that his orders had come
fromthe 'English' - as he had told the Garda in
1974.

Booby traps
FredHolroyd first heard about the 'Case of the
self-exploding motorcyclist', as intelligence
staffat the 3rd Brigade Headquarters called the
lethalresults of a secret Army sabotage mission,
early in October 1974_ Major Delius, the
Brigade's explosives expert, Captain Peter
Maynard, and other intelligence officers were
celebrating the case by passing round a large
sweet jar of white mints, They were, says
Holroyd, 'like public schoolboys playing James

-'" ------'"

Bond', celebrating in a 'tuck-room'
atmosphere.

Forty miles away near the border at Newry, a
35 year-old man had been blown to death on 5
October. Eugene McQuaid, a mechanic from
Newry, married with five children, had been
riding southwards on his motorcycle when it
suddenly exploded - distributing parts of the
motorbike and his body across the main
Dublin-Belfast road.

McQuaid was not believed either by intelli-
gence staff or his family to have belonged to the
IRA. But he was 'doing a turn' for a family
friend who was in the IRA, Holroyd says. On
his bike were strapped three home-made rocket
launchers, known to the Army as 'bombards',
and to the IRA as mobile mines. McQuaid is
believed to have agreed to pick up the bombards
from the Republic and bring them across the
border to Newry. (According to a secret Army

report on 'Future Terrorist Trends', which
leaked in 1979, the Provisional IRA had begun
using bombards to attack armoured vehicles in
September 1974. They could have a range of up
to 800 feet.)

The bombards were discovered by the British
Army. Rather than allowing the secret arms
cache to be seized by the Garda, however, the
Brigade staff had arranged for one of their team
to cross the border to examine and sabotage the
bombards. He sawed off safety pins· inside the
rocket bodies, making them unsuitable and
likely to explode on rough handling. The aim of
this sabotage was another 'kill' against the IRA
- an 'own goal'.

After picking up the bombards, McQuaid
was (unknown to him) under surveillance. The
watchers may have expected him to be killed as
he loaded the rockets. But he set off towards
N ewry - now a live bomb on a public road; and
a lethal hazard to the public as well as to himself.
A roadblock was set up to intercept him, with an
Army team kept well back from the area for its
own safety. On reaching the roadblock,
McQuaid turned and fled back towards the
Republic. At that point one of the sabotaged
bombards, fixed below his petrol tank,
exploded.

McQuaid died about 100 yards from

Donnelly's garage, just north ofthe border on
the main Belfast-Dublin road. An eyewitness at
this spot heard the explosion and came out of a
house in which he was working. McQuaid's
severed head, still in a motorcycle helmet, lay at
the foot of a tree, a small trickle ofblood coming
from his nose. Other parts of his body and bike
were hanging from the tree, and scattered across
the pavement and a nearby field. Army officers
arrived on the scene extremely quickly,
confirming Holroyd's report that the check-
point had caused the motorcyclist to turn round
and try to retreat across the border. One officer
came up to the tree where McQuaid's head lay,
and picked up a handful of guts. 'That's an end
of another of you fucking bastards', he said.

The eye-witnesses evidence of the Army's
grim satisfaction at the incident confirms
Holroyd's recollections - as did the coroner's
report, which ascribed his death to the sudden

explosion of one of the rockets he was carrying.
The Army had in fact in effect summarily
executed Eugene McQuaid without trial,
recklessly putting many innocent lives at great
risk.

Sabotage and bank raids
Captain Holroyd frequently operated on behalf
ofSIS, the Secret Intelligence Service. Holroyd
worked directly for Northern Ireland's SIS
chief, whose special department at Army HQ at
Lisburn is disguised as the 'Political
Secretariat'. At the time, it was headed by Craig
Smellie, who left in 1975 to run the SIS station
in Athens.

Soon after they first met, Smellie asked
Holroyd ifhe would be interested in robbing a
bank. He did not explain why-or where- SIS
might want banks robbed. H~lroyd refused and
could only think, then or later, of two reasons
why SIS wanted banks robbed - either they
were short of money in their 'unattributable'
funds which they used to pay for agents and
secret operations; or the Littlejohn brothers,
who were then robbing banks in Eire and
working for British intelligence at the same
time, might have been thought to need closed
SIS supervision.

Holroyd, like other intelligence officers in the
province, periodically used 'unattributable'
funds for secret operations. They could be
released by a few senior officers at the Northern
Ireland Army HQ, including Smellie.

During 1974, Holroyd met Smellie at
Lisburn about once a month. From an agent in
the Provisional IRA, Holroyd and his Special
Branch colleagues learned that an active local
IRA man in. Lurgan was planning to kill a
policeman the following Sunday. Holroyd
knew where the rifle and ammunition to be used
were hidden - inside a graveyard to-the north
of the Kilwilkie housing esrate in Lurgan, one
of the most dangerous Catholic 'hard areas' in
the county and virtually an Army 'no go' area.

Rather than removing the weapons, or
arresting anyone taking them, Smellie
suggested that he would arrange 'to give the
chap a bit of a surprise'. He asked Holroyd to
bring him the top bullets from the clip of
ammunition. He would arrange for the rounds
to be doctored. Holroyd and Sergeant Dearsley
retrieved the rounds and took them to Smellie.
Two days later, Holroyd collected the doctored
rounds. They had been filled with powerful
explosive, instead of normal powder. When the
trigger was pulled, the would-be-killer would
blow his own head off.

But this SIS plan was never put into effect.
The commander of the 3rd Brigade, Brigadier
Wallis-King, resented SIS operating independ-
ently in his area and forbade Holroyd to plant
the doctored bullets. So Holroyd and Dearsley
made a further secret trip into Kilwilkie, and
sabotaged the rifle's firing mechanism. The
doctored round stayed in Holroyd's office.

When Dearsley left Northern Ireland late in
1974, Fred Holroyd was asked by Smellie to
take over running his agents, both north and
south. Holroyd was specifically instructed to
pass the information from most of these agents
directly to SIS on special 'Military Intelligence
Source Reports'. In a series of specially made
tape recordings, Holroyd was briefed by
Dearsley about his new agents, how to contact



them, and their foibles and requirements. The
agents included three Gardai (Irish police), one
of whom had been allocated a code-name. One
of the more exotic of the agents also transferred
to Holroyd was a Catholic woman from Lurgan
who provided information on IRA activities in
return for sexual favours from the Army. Every
few weeks, on Holroyd's request, a sergeant

from the. local army company would muster
volunteers from the unmarried men in his unit
to come and provide unusual service for Queen
and Country. 0

NEXT WEEK: Forgery, train derailment, death
threats, burglary, how the SAS really operate - and
how Protestant killers have beenprotected from justice.


