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us plans for Britaininclude
8,000 hospital beds, for war use
only, reports Duncan Campbell

WHILE EVERYONE waits expectantly for
the arrival of the first ground-launched
cruise missiles at Greenhani Common, US
.officials are seeking final approval for plans
that would exparid US military forces in
Britain to a level unknown for 30 years.
Between now and 1988, according to the
proposed 1984 US defence. budget now be:'
ing considered by the Congress, hundreds of
millions of dollars will be spent on new
bases, facilities, aircraft and war stockpiles
throughout Britain. .

Three of these developments are particu-
larly controversial. There is to be a new £300
million network of at least fifteen 'standby
hospitals', to be used only by US service
personnel in wartime. New projects planned
for the US Poseidon submarine base at the
Holy Loch indicate that, instead of with-
drawing from the base as new, longer range
Trident submarines come into service, the
US Navy is now likely to stay in Scotland for
the foreseeable future. The US military con-
struction budget for 1984 also reveals that a
third British site - Alconbury, near
Huntingdon - is to be a cruise missile
support base. None of these plans have yet
been disclosed or announced by the Minis-
try of Defence, or by US officials in Britain.

According to these officials, the level of
US Air Force personnel in the UK has now
reached 27,600 (including 1,400 British civi-
lian employees). This now matches its size
in 1953, at the outset of the Cold War. Total
US military personnel in Britain are now
more than 30,000. During the next two
years, an additional 2,000 or more USAF
personnel will be needed to maintain and
operate new aircraft and support bases.

New developments planned in Britain for
1984and 1985 have been agreed in principle
by the US Congress. Final approval for
these 1984 Defense Appropriations will be
given in the next three or four weeks. Work
on the new bases can then begin.

The war-only hospitals are needed, be-
cause US military planners are now prepar-
ing for a protracted war· in Europe, which
would rapidly exhaust existing US medical
facilities. In applying for funds, US govern-
ment officials explained that:

The government of Great Britain is not cap-
able of providing medical support for the esti-
mated number of casualties which would be
incurred in a European war.

Each of the new hospitals will have 500 beds
and is likely to cost $32 million (about £20
million). The equipment and facilities will

be stockpiled. A second 500-bed unit is to
be installed at Little Rissington USAF hos-
pital in Gloucestershire as an 'aeromedical
staging unit', making a total of 8,000 new
hospital beds, all to be kept in mothballs.
Other new hospitals are to be built in Spain,
Portugal, West Germany and Italy - but
the largest number are destined for the UK.

Plans for the first two US wartime hos-
pitals, at Little Rissington, Gloucestershire,
and Locking, near .Weston-super-Mare,

have previously been disclosed in the New
Statesman. The full new network now
planned (see map) includes:
•. US Air Force: Little Rissington (built);
Upwood (under construction); Bicester;
Nocton Hall; Kemble; Bordon; Newton;
Waterbeach; Feltwell.
• US Army: Cosford; Colerne; Bulford;
Tidworth.
• US Navy: Locking; second location
agreed with the British government, but site
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unknown - more may follow.
The cost of the entire network has not been
published, but figures have been given for
the cost of the 'prepositioned fleet hospital'
at Locking, which will cost $32 million -
$6 million for conversion of the site, and $26
million for stockpiled medical equipment,
operating theatres and drugs.

The US Navy has also confirmed that it
wants to stay on at the missile submarine
base on the Holy Loch 'at least until the end.
of the century', by applying for nearly $10
million to construct a new 300-foot long
pier, loading dock and storage warehouses at
Sandbank, a small village in the Loch. This
will enable US Navy cargo ships, called
Taks, to bring supplies direct to the Holy
Loch. At present the transports have to un-
load at Fairlie, an anchorage on the south of
the Clyde, requiring a journey by sea or by
road through Glasgow to reach the Holy
Loch. The US Navy prepared plans to with-
draw from the Holy Loch in 1975 and has
already withdrawn from its two other over-
seas submarine bases at Guam in the Pacific
and Rota in Spain. But it is now sitting tight
in Scotland.

Other projects revealed in the 1984 US
Defense Budget include (see map):
• RAF Alconbury to be designated a cruise

missile support base and 'beddown location'
for the missiles that will be sited nearby at
Molesworth. The cruise support facilities will
cost $15 million. Alconbury is also the home
for a new TR-l spy plane squadron for high
altitude reconnaissance and.electronic surveil-
lance in Europe, which is now being built up.
More than 1,300 new USAF personnel are
being deployed at Alconbury.

• RAF Finningley, near Scunthorpe, to be a US
Collocated Operating Base. New ammunition,
fuel dumps and shelters are planned at a cost
of nearly $12 million. In war, Finningley
would be used by US Air Force Phantom
fighters normally based in the United States.

• Kemble, Gloucestershire is already being
extensively developed as a maintenance depot.
It has now also been chosen as the site for the
new USAF European Distribution System
warehouse, which is to hold aircraft spares for
wartime use. This project was originally
planned to go to Prestwick, but was moved
after a public row. In May, the Ministry of
Defence proposed lengthening the runway at
Kemble to accommodate the new US require-
ments.

• A $6.5 million extension to the Electronic
Security Centre at the electronic intelligence
base at Chicksands, near Bedford. According
to the congressional testimony, intelligence
'information gathered (at Chicksands) is not
shared with NATO nations'.

• At Upper Heyford, preparations are now being
made to support the new '42nd Electronic
Combat Squadron' of 12 EF-lll high-
powered jamming aircraft. The iammers
would help the existing F -Ill bombers at
Lakenheath and Upper Heyford to jam air
defence and missile radars inEastern Europe
during nuclear or conventional attacks. 650
new USAF personnel are going to Upper Hey-
ford.

Stornoway, also shown on the map, is al-
ready under development at NATO expense
as a forward base. It will be used by US
reinforcement aircraft travelling to and from
Europe, and as an operating location for US
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The new bases revealed by the Pentagon's
1984 budget bring the total of US bases and
facilities in Britain to over 110. Including
RAF bases used only for housing (and
shared ranges and supply depots), there will
soon be over 160 US military bases and
facilities in Britain. 0

Analysis of the US Defense Budget by Bill Atkin
and Richard Fieldhouse of the Institute of Policy
Studies, Washington.


