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Rolls-Royce.
The nuclear lobby's attitude to the Harrisburg

disaster has yet to be fully crafted. But it is worth
noting that the chairman of the UKAEA, Sir John
Hill, has yet to apologise to the exiled Russian
biochemist Dr Zhores Medvedev, for dismissing his
account of the 1957 Urals nuclear accident as.
'rubbish', 'science fiction,' and a 'figment of the
imagination'. Not only has Medvedev's account
been 'borne out by the disclosure of CIA records
and the interviewing of other witnesses who have
left the USSR, but Energy Secretary Tony Berm, in
a speech earlier this year, revealed that '(the acci-
dent) was known at the time ... I believe, to the
Atomic Energy Authority ... but I understand that
the Cabinet Wasnot informed'.
If his response to Medvedev's disclosure is a

measure of Sir John's attention to inconvenient
detail, we may find the Atomic Energy Authority'S
map does not show Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

Meanwhile, in Britain ...
Duncan Campbell adds: The Harrisburg incident is
a discomforting reminder of the determination of
the British nuclear industry to import the American
PWR (Pressurised Water Reactor, as at Harrisburg)
design to Britain. Their decade long campaign has
so far been successfully resisted despite intense
industry and civil service pressure.
Britain has not installed, or ordered, any PWRs,

which are increasingly suspected of inherent safety
defects. A decision to reject PWR in favour of an
indigenous design was taken by Eric Varley in 1974.
But that design, the SGHWR (Steam Generating
Heavy Water Reactor) came to grief by 1977. The
nuclear industry was not unduly sorrowful at its
demise, and awaited a recasting of the decision by
Varley's successor, Tony Benn. The PWR lobby
sought not just the one or two orders then being
considered, but also asked that the entire reactor
ordering programme up to 1990 be committed to
PWRs. Safety problems, they assured, had been
resolved, and it was to be the design for the future,
round the world. Moreover, the PWR lobby argued,
the Shah of Iran might well buy his planned 'string
of PWRs' from Britiain, if we played our cards right
and got stuck into the PWR business. The lobby
included the Energy Department's senior civil ser-'
vants, as well as Sir Kenneth Berrill and the Think
Tank, Sir Arnold Weinstock and the UK Atomic
Energy Authority. Their less-than-accurate advice
was not taken however; Benn ordered only two
reactors, both to be British designed. AGRs
(Advanced Gas Cooled reactors), although a new
'study' of PWR was to be undertaken. The industry
has not given up however; as recently as December
a new PWR consortium was formed, RNC
(Nuclear) Ltd, led by Sir Kenneth Keith and


