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Road lobby rejoices

Mirror's old technology
Duncan Campbell writes: The Daily Mirror group
has, as expected, written off the ability of its 'new
technology' computer typesetting and composition
system to compose the group's five papers totally
electronically. The Mirror and its companions
will now be produced by allowing the computer to
set the type only and then employing staff to paste
the resulting text onto boards - so-called 'cut and
paste' techniques. The decision, taken last week,
follows a long crisis, caused by the failure of the
computer system (NS 18 May).
The computer suppliers, the US based Linotype

Paul, are still struggling to try and make additional
equipment, for inserting pictures electronically,
work as promised. They may also face a legal suit
from the Mirror, because the performance has been
so markedly below what was ordered.
The Mirror group will be facing heavy additional

costs for some time to come, because of the need for
some 60 or so additional staff to handle .the variety
of printing methods now in use. This is instead of a
hoped-for reduction of 100. Nevertheless, the man-
agement still hope to achieve this employment
target 'in the medium term', as the various news-
papers, starting with the Daily and Sunday Mirror,
convert to what might be called 'semi-new' (or
semi-old?) technology.
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